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Universal Design for Learning 

Is  
what? 

A scientifically valid framework 
that  

Provides multiple means of access, 
assessment, and engagement and removes 

barriers in instruction  

Does  
what? 

to 
achieve academic and  

behavioral success 
for all 

For  
what? 
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Affective Recognition Strategic 

Three Brain Networks  

“what”  “how”  “why”  
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Three 
Principles of 

Universal 
Design for 
Learning 

Universal 
Design for 
Learning 

Multiple Means 
of 

Representation 

“Access” 

Multiple Means 
of Action & 
Expression 

“Assessment” 

Multiple Means 
of Engagement 

“Engagement” 

Multiple Means 
of Action & 
Expression 

“Assessment” 
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Assessment Principle 
Provide options for executive function 
•Guide appropriate goal-setting 
•Support planning and strategy development 
•Enhance capacity for monitoring progress 
 
Provide options for expression and 
communication 
•Use multiple media for communication 
•Use multiple tools for construction and 
composition 
•Build influences with graduated levels of 
support for practice and performance 
 

Provide options for physical action 
•Vary the methods for response and navigation 
•Optimize access to tools and assistive 
technologies 

“how”  

Strategic 
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Assessment Principle Guideline: Provide Options for  
Executive Functions 
• Focus on skills students need to become strategic, goal-directed learners 
• The stronger students become in the skills of this guideline, the more 

successful they are likely to be postsecondary 
• Help students learn to monitor their own progress 

 
 

, 2012) Universal Design for Learning in the Classroom (Hall, Meyer & Rose, 2012) 
Design and Deliver (Loui Lord Nelson, 2014) 

goal 
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Assessment Principle 
Guideline 6 and Checkpoints 

Provide Multiple Means of 
Action and Expression 

Resource Description 

Provide options for executive 
functions 

 Guide appropriate goal-setting 
 
 
 

Templates for goal-setting worksheets can 
organize and guide students’ personal goal 
setting 
 

 Support planning and strategy development 
 
 
 

Allows users to enter assignment due dates 
and will send email reminders.  Also 
provides scaffolding for various types of 
assignments such as outlining main points, 
creating a bibliography, etc.  

 Facilitate managing information and resources 
 
 
 

Graphic organizers are effective tools to 
manage information and resources. These 
supports help students to organize their 
thoughts and establish relationships 
between ideas. 

Enhance capacity for monitoring progress Variety of writing and editing checklists to help 
students learn to monitor their work and the 
work of peers. 

Assessment Principle 
Guidelines and Checkpoints 

https://rpc.elm4you.org/
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/printouts/Editing Checklist.pdf
http://worksheetplace.com/index.php?function=DisplayCategory&showCategory=Y&links=2&id=279&link1=31&link2=279
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Assessment Principle 
Guideline: 
Provide options for expression 
and communication 
• Focus on how students express 

themselves 
• Consider all of the ways students 

can communicate 
• Provide models of skilled 

performance, scaffolding, and 
time for practice 

• Building fluency in a skill is 
essential 

 
 

     Universal Design for Learning in the 
Classroom (Hall, Meyer & Rose, 2012) 

Design and Deliver (Loui Lord Nelson, 2014) 
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Assessment Principle 
Guideline 5 and Checkpoints 

Provide Multiple Means 
of Action and Expression 

Resource Description 

Provide options for expression and 
communication 

Use multiple media for communication 
 
 

iCreate to Educate uses stop-motion 
animation as a learning tool and 
provides options in the media for 
communication. 

Use multiple tools for construction and 
composition 
 
 

Glogster allows you to create 
"interactive posters" to communicate 
ideas.  Students can embedded media 
links, sound, and video, and then share 
their posters with friends. 
 

Build fluencies with graduated levels of 
support for practice and performance 
 
 
 

Use Google to search by  
Basic, Intermediate or  

Advanced reading levels 

Assessment Principle 
Guidelines and Checkpoints 

http://www.glogster.com/
http://amara.org/en/videos/XmJfwPoJdLDJ/info/photosynthesis/


Stegosaurus Poster 



Stegosaurus Poster 

http://troia.edu.glogster.com/stegosaurus


Click to edit Master title style 

Click to edit Master subtitle style 

9/23/2014 13 

 
Assessment Guideline: Provide options for physical actions 

 
• Explicitly addresses physical barriers 
• Offer options  so that students’ motor skills do not hinder expression 
• Consider audio recording, voice recognition software, alternative keyboards or 

joysticks, and other forms of technology 
     

Universal Design for Learning in the Classroom (Hall, Meyer & Rose, 2012) 
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Assessment Principle 
Guidelines and Checkpoints 

Provide Multiple Means of 
Action and Expression 

Resource Description 

 Provide options for physical action 

Vary the methods for response and 
navigation 
 

Free accessibility and 
personalization options that are 
built into frequently used 
Microsoft applications 

Optimize access to tools and 
assistive technologies 
 
 
 

Simple and functional note pad 
that allows you to type with 
your voice 

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/personalization-accessibility-help


Many 
teachers 

already have 
great options 

to assess 
learners! 
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Reflection  

• Take one minute and 
reflect on options for 
assessment in your 
district 

• Options: 

• Write out your thoughts 

• Draw an image that 
represents this  

• Share your thoughts aloud 
with a peer 

• Create your own option for 
reflection 
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State Assessments 

• New state 
assessments 
are promising 
they are being 
developed with 
principles of 
Universal 
Design for 
Learning 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf  

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines_091113.pdf
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Smarter 
Options 
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Accommodations for State 
Assessments 

http://oea.dpi.wi.gov/assessment/accommodations 
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Drivers License 
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3 Teaching and Learning Tools: 

1. Curriculum 
 Does your curriculum have built-in 

options for ALL students? 

2. Instruction 
 Do your instructional practices 

encompass a variety of materials and 
methods? 

3. Assessment 
 Do your current assessment practices 

offer multiple ways for students to 
display what they’ve learned?  
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Balanced Assessment 

Refers to the use of using formative, 
benchmark and summative assessments 
to provide a complete and clear picture of 
student progress, student achievement, 
and instructional effectiveness 

 

 
(WI RtI Center Glossary) 
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Foundational 
Assumption 

An effective assessment 
system has multiple 

components and balances 
strategies that meet 
varied purposes and 

stakeholder needs. One 
assessment cannot meet 

all purposes.   
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5 Keys to Quality Classroom Assessment 
1. Clear purpose 

– Why assess? Who will see results? What function does it serve? 
 

2. Clear targets or outcomes 
– What is to be assessed? Do students understand targets? Clear? Measureable? 

 

3. Sound design 
– What methods? Written well? Sampled how? 

 

4. Effective communication 
– Report, communicate how? 

 

5. Student involvement 
– Understand target, track progress, self-assess 

 
WI RtI Center, Balanced Assessment Module
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How do we use Assessment AND Results 
to Help our Students Want to Learn? 

1. Student-friendly targets from the beginning  

2. Models of strong and weak 

3. Continuous descriptive feedback 

4. Teach self-assessment and goal setting 

5. Teach one facet at a time 

6. Teach focused revision 
• Do they see purpose of revision? 

7. Teach self-reflection to track growth 

 
(WI RtI Center, Balanced Assessment Module) 
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Things to Keep in Mind… 

• Assessment methods should be aligned to 
achievement targets. 
• What’s the purpose of the assessment? 

 

• It’s about what the student learns and not 
what the teacher teaches.  

 

• Focus on assessment as learning 
• Students learning to identify quality to incorporate 

it into their work 
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Video 

http://mits.cenmi.org/Resources/VideoList/VideoPlayer/TabId/1585/VideoId/507/How-Does-UDL-Change-The-Classroom-And-Instruction.aspx
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ACTIVITY:  
Think – Pair – Share 

• What does balanced assessment look like in 
your district and how could you use the 
principles and guidelines of Universal Design 
for Learning to enhance that? 

 

• What does your professional development 
look like?  

– Assessment? 

– Universal Design for Learning? 
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Volunteer? 
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What was 
UDL Today? 

Provide options for 
recruiting interest 
(Use of video, 
humor, activities) 
Develop self-
assessment and 
reflection (reflect on 
assessment in your 
district) 

 

Universal 
Design for 
Learning 

Multiple Means 
of 

Representation 

“Access” 

Multiple Means 
of Action & 
Expression 

“Assessment” 

Multiple Means 
of Engagement 

“Engagement” 

 
Illustrate through multiple media 
(visuals, video, examples, activities) 
Activate or supply background 
knowledge (of UDL) 

Vary the methods for 
response and 
navigation (choices for 
reflection) 
•Use multiple media 
for communication 

 


